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RFA Supported by: 

RFA is delighted to announce our new PatronRFA is delighted to announce our new PatronRFA is delighted to announce our new Patron   

As many of you are probably aware Pro-
fessor Frank Fenner AC, CMG, MBE, 
FRS, FAA has been a pivotal figure in the 
history of rabbit control in Australia. He 
has kindly agreed to be the new Patron of 
the Foundation for a Rabbit-Free Austra-
lia. He comes with an impressive resume. 
Born in 1914, he completed his primary, 
secondary and tertiary education in Ade-
laide, the latter being in both Science 
(1938) and Medicine (1942).  
 
It was for his work in the Australian Army 
Medical Corps as a malariologist that 
Professor Fenner was made a Member of 
The Order of the British Empire (1945), 
the first of many awards and honours. 
Other honours Professor Fenner has re-
ceived include Companion of the Order of 
St Michael and St George for medical 
research (1976), and Companion of the 
Order of Australia for service to medical 
science, to public health and to the envi-
ronment (1989).  
 
Awards for his life‟s work include the Bri-
tannica Australia Award for Medicine 
(1967), the Australia and New Zealand 
Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence Medal (1980), the World Health 
Organization Medal (1988), the Japan 
Prize (1988), the Senior Australian 
Achiever of the Year (1999), the Albert 
Einstein World Award for Science (2000), 
and the Prime Minister's Science Prize 
(2002).In 2003 he was also honoured by 
the naming of the Frank Fenner Building 
at the ANU.  
 
He has been elected to the fellowship of 
numerous faculties and academies, in-
cluding Foundation Fellow of the Austra-
lian Academy of Science (1954), Fellow 
of the Royal Society (1958), and Foreign 
Associate of the United States National 
Academy of Sciences (1977). 
 
It is specifically Professor Fenner‟s work 
on developing & studying the myxoma 

virus and his long held passion for envi-
ronmental issues which make him the 
perfect choice as Patron for RFA. It was 
his work on the myxoma virus, which he 
began in 1951 as the first virologist to 
work in this area, which showed that ini-
tially it killed rabbits in 9 to 11 days and 
was 99.5% lethal. Under heavy selection 
pressure, the few rabbits that survived 
developed resistance, which meant that 
the pest was never completely eradi-
cated, but their numbers were reduced. 
Prior to the release of the virus as a bio-
logical control for the rabbits, Professor 
Fenner, Frank Macfarlane Burnet, and 
Ian Clunies Ross famously injected 
themselves with myxoma virus, to prove 
it was not dangerous for humans. It is 
this passion for his topic which makes 
Professor Fenner‟s new association with 
the Foundation such an advantage for 
furthering our message. 
 
Professor Fenner has recently published 
an article on the history of the European 
rabbit in Australia which can be ac-
cessed online at : 
ftp://ftp.oie.int/imprimeur/OLD divers/pdfs 
low resolution review29-1/16-fenner103-
112.pdf       (spaces are intentional) 
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palatable shrubs in vegeta-
tion reserves and in the pas-
toral zone. This season 
might be a great chance for 
them to get away, beyond 
the size that rabbits can eas-
ily kill - or it could see resur-
gent rabbit populations wipe 
out many of the gains. 
 
The Invasive Animals Co-
operative Research Centre 
is importing new strains of 
RHD virus from Europe dur-
ing the next 3 years to test 
against RHD-resistant Aus-
tralian rabbit populations. If 
any of them are particularly 
effective, they will then seek 
approval to release them in 
the wild. 
 
Here in South Australia, we 
are linking in with that re-
search by studying the ge-

netic diversity of RHD virus in 
Australia. There is not much 
point releasing new viruses if it 
turns out we already have the 
same genetic make-up in vi-
ruses that are already  circu-
lating in wild rabbits! We need 
to obtain livers from rabbits 
that have recently died of RHD 
to extract virus. So far we 
have been able to obtain sam-
ples from sites stretching from 
the Coorong to the Flinders 
Ranges, but very few from the 
more distant parts of South 
Australia or interstate. You can 
help. If anyone sees evidence 
of an outbreak, please throw a 
fresh rabbit carcase into a 
plastic bag, toss it in the dogs‟-
meat freezer and give us a 
call. 
 
Greg Mutze 
Biosecurity SA 

With a return to good seasonal 
conditions in parts of the 
South Australian cereal belt 
last year, and very good sea-
sonal conditions now across 
most of the northern pastoral 
areas, many of us are holding 
our breath and waiting to see 
how much RHD (calicivirus) 
will keep rabbits in check. For 
the past few years, rabbit 
numbers have been creeping 
up. There seems little doubt 
now that the impact of RHD on 
rabbits is diminishing but so 
far their recovery has been 
patchy. Rising rabbit numbers 
have been of concern but 
population peaks have gener-
ally been localised and 
dropped back a bit when they 
were beginning to look like the 
pre-RHD situation. 
 
Since RHD arrived there has 
been widespread recovery of 

The impact of 

RHD on 

rabbits is 

diminishing. 

2009 AGM & Chair’s report 2009 AGM & Chair’s report 2009 AGM & Chair’s report    

The past year has involved FRFA in a series of events 
centered upon the 150 year anniversary of the intro-
duction of the European Rabbit to Australia.   
 
We have worked with the Invasive Animals Coopera-
tive Research Centre (IA CRC), the Rabbit Manage-
ment Action Group (RMAG) in Canberra, as well as on 
air with the ABC. 
 
In all these cases FRFA has been able to contribute 
intellectually as well as financially.  In these public 
events, FRFA has found itself to be sought out in the 
role of the “Honest Broker”, when represented to the 
Public or more importantly, to the Government.  Dr. 
Tony Peacock of the IA CRC, has made it clear that 
while FRFA‟s financial commitment to these projects, 
by necessity, has been small, it is our “non for profit, 
community led” status that has been important when 
making representation to Governments.  When a Gov-
ernment funding body receives programme bids from 
Government organizations, it is important that the pri-
vate sector is seen to be backing the proposal.  FRFA 
has fulfilled such a role. 
 
The year began with our endorsement and contribution 
to the ABC led “on air” Rabbiting On Programme. 
FRFA joined others including Australian Wildlife Con-
servancy and  “Haighs Chocolates” in providing the 
prize for the winners in the Australian Wide competi-

tion.  The event was able to focus upon the 150 year 
anniversary through out regional Australia.  The win-
ners of the two classes both came from W.A., so the 
travel money was well used. 
 
FRFA was also included within the “Rabbit scan” pro-
ject run be the RMAG.  For us this involved radio inter-
views speaking upon the need to establish quantifiable 
numbers on the resurgent rabbit population, as well as 
scientific comment as to the possible reasons for the 
decrease in the efficacy of the RHD calici virus.  
 
More recently, FRFA has been part of the successful 
bid to gain funding from the Federal Government for 
the “RHD BOOST Program”.  FRFA has committed to 
provide limited monies for the next three years toward 
this programme as it seeks to investigate whether the 
other various strains of RHD occurring around the 
world, might be useful in revitalizing biological control.  
The committee recognizes this programme as the best 
reasonable hope, in obtaining an increased biological 
control, in the medium term, for Rabbit numbers. 
 
The debate as to the rights of FRFA for the “Easter 
Bilby” concept, were reinvestigated this year.  The 
thought that the major confectioners were able to side 
step FRFA‟s trade mark, was enough for the commit-
tee to look again as to where we stood in the commer-
cial world.  Upon investigation, it seems that FRFA 
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Notice is hereby given that the SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING will be held at The Santos Conservation Centre, Plain Tree Drive, 
Adelaide Zoo on THURSDAY 25th NOVEMBER 2010 at 2:00 pm.  

 
*** Please note change of venue *** 

 
 

Membership and donation form is on the next page of your Newsletter.  
Membership fees for 2010 are due by the AGM. 

 
 

For catering purposes, we would appreciate it if you could let us know if you plan to  
attend the AGM.  

 
 

RSVP to Edwina Grant on mb 0407 721 195,   
 e-mail admin@rabbitfreeaustralia.org.au 

FOUNDATION FOR A RABBIT FREE AUSTRALIA 

Annual General Meeting  

2009 Chair’s report       

FRFA has continued to speak with the ZOOS SA over 
the year and although much time has elapsed, we 
have broad approval from the Director, Dr. Chris West 
but await the cooling of the “PANDA MANIA” to con-
clude more detailed discussion.   
At the end of this meeting, we will lose the consider-
able assistance of Keryn Laprige as our executive offi-
cer.  Keryn has long signaled to the committee her 
inability to continue due to work and family commit-
ments.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Keryn very much for her help in running the foundation 
and for her intellectual assistance in all things FRFA 
„ish. The foundation will now seek part time administra-
tive support.  
 
I would like to thank the membership for their contin-
ued support and the Committee for the work that they 
have undertaken this year and look forward to increas-
ing our collaborative efforts in 2010.  
 
Tim Rogers 
Chairman 
Foundation for a Rabbit Free Australia. 

does indeed have trade mark rights on the name 
“Easter Bilby”, which of course has long been hon-
ored by Haighs Chocolates.  It does not, however, 
have any easily defensible rights to the form of the 
chocolate Bilby.  Preliminary legal advice, provided 
pro bono thanks to the contacts of Dr. Tony Pea-
cock, confirmed this and advised that FRFA would 
have to establish that it formed and sold the first 
chocolate Bilby in Australia.   The committee was 
able to consult with former member and chair, Dr. 
Rob Morrison as to some of the previous history of 
the original court proceedings.  Based upon his and 
other long serving members experiences and ad-
vice, the committee has decided to not proceed with 
any legal investigations due to the extensive time 
and potential costs associated. 
 
We remain delighted and vocal about Haigh‟s com-
mitment to the cause and reserve the right to make 
comment on the possibly misleading „Chocolate 
Bilby‟ sales made by the other manufacturers, into 
the future. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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TributesTributesTributes   

Greg Mutze with his research 
into mice and provided very 
good technical support for that 
project which helped the Ani-
mal and Plant Control Commis-

sion to effectively address the 
1993 mouse plague. 

David Chinner 
 

RFA has been remiss in not 
formally acknowledging David 
Chinner who died in Western 
Australia in 2006. 
Dave was an integral part of the 
early research into rabbit con-
trol by John Bromell and Brian 
Cooke, He had transferred from 
the Department of Agriculture 
to the Vermin Control Branch of 
the Lands Department in 1965 
almost two years before Brian 
was employed as a graduate 
zoologist. 
Dave was well suited to techni-
cal and research projects and 
was of critical importance to 
Br ian ' s  ear l y work  a t 
Yalkuri, Carrieton and Penola 
because he had skills like trac-
tor driving and welding to fix a 

 

Bernie Kilgarif 
 
Bernie Kilgarif who died in Alice 
Springs in April this year made a 
major contribution to efforts to 
control rabbits in Central Austra-
lia. 
He basically took up the fight 
when he bought Erldunda Station 
after retiring as a Senator from the 
Federal Parliament. 
Initially he obtained funding from 
the government to demonstrate 
that rabbits could be controlled by 
implementing the Needlebush 
Project. 
After that he went on to personally 
clear rabbits from the rest of the 
property using warren ripping as 
the main method of control. Mulga 
stumps were a major problem in 
this task because of the punctures 
to the tractor tyres and he over-
came this by eventually resorting 
to a semi solid fill in the tyres. The 
compound did not leak out when 
the tyres were 'staked' but made 
working on the tractor very rough. 
His wife Aileen told Brian Cooke 
that this caused hip problems that 
plagued Bern later on. 

Bern was instrumental in set-
ting up a branch of RFA in the 
Northern territory but that has 
not lasted. He was a strong 
supporter of research into 
rabbit control and fostered 
research into rabbit fleas as 
vectors of myxomatosis on 
Erldunda prior to the introduc-
tion of RHD. Such was his 
interest in this latter disease 
that he and Will Dobbie from 
the Northern Territory Gov-
ernment travelled to Peterbor-
ough for a day tour with Rich-
ard Downward, Ron Sinclair, 
a UK zoologist (Roger Trout) 
and a New Zealand film crew 

which travelled via Hawker, 
Martins Well, Erudina, Curna-
mona, Yunta and back to 
Peterborough to view the ini-
tial impact of the disease. 
He was extremely happy with 
the effectiveness of RHD in 
the inland areas and kept an 
eye on the trends in rabbit 
population on Erldunda  long 
after finally 'retiring' to Alice 
Springs. 
Brian Cooke and his wife Pam 
visited Bern and Aileen there 
late last year. 
 

baitlayer which were as impor-
tant as experimental design. 
An unscheduled demonstration 
of his skills in animal handling 
once impressed the late Frank 
Heaslip on his property at Car-
rieton when Dave was palpat-
ing a pregnant rabbit which had 
been handled two days previ-
ously. He did not know which of 
the numerous rabbits she was 
from those he had already ex-
amined on that trip but said that 
she was at 18 days gestation. 
Frank subsequently found her 
tag number in the records to 
discover that Dave had identi-
fied that she was 16 days preg-
nant when he had handled her 
two days earlier. Dave subse-
quently transferred to help 
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It is 5 years since RFA ran a very 
successful national technical work-
shop at the Waite Institute, Ade-
laide.  Our intention at the time 
was to run a second conference 
after a 5 year period and that time 
is here.  The first workshop 
brought the best minds in rabbit 
control together in one place along 
with major stakeholders in agricul-
ture and environment.  Out of that 
came funding from MLA and AWI 
towards the first scientific investi-

gation into rabbits for some time. 
Since then, we have benefited 
from the work undertaken by Dr. 
Brian Cooke as well as collabora-
tion with the Rabbit Action Man-
agement Group and the Invasive 
Animal C. R. C., both in Canberra. 
It is RFA‟s intention to convene 
this next conference in Canberra,  
late March 2011.  It is also our 
intention to widen the scope of our 
invitees to include the politicians 
and those close to the decision 

Upcoming  RFA Workshop, March 2011Upcoming  RFA Workshop, March 2011Upcoming  RFA Workshop, March 2011   

makers in Government funding.  
RFA strongly feels that we have 
much to gain from the involvement 
of the political decision makers in 
our aim toward a nation centre for 
anti rabbit research.  
History tells us that anti rabbit bio-
logical control programmes repre-
sent some of the most cost effec-
tive of all government funding out-
comes.  It is time to reacquaint 
them with these facts. 

Other newsOther newsOther news   

New SAFF committee member 

Sandra Keane has replaced Dr 

Nigel Long on the RFA committee 

as the South Australian Farmers 

Federation Representative (SAFF). 

Her current role within SAFF is 

Natural Resources Executive Offi-

cer. She supports a Natural Re-

sources Committeee comprised of 

SAFF members who have an active 

interest in natural resources 

in South Australia. The Committee 

is very active in the development of 

natural resources policy on a state 

and national level. Her day-to-day 

role entails responding to submis-

sions and representing SAFF at 

meetings on various environmental 

issues that affect their members 

a n d  t h e  f a r m in g  c om m u -

nity. Previous to this position, she 

worked for DWLBC as a Geo-

graphic Information Systems (GIS) 

Officer. For the majority of the time 

in this position, she was involved in 

mapping the agricultural land uses 

for most regions of South Australia. 

She also holds a Honours Degree in 

Natural Resources Management.  

 
 

 
 
 
Biosecurity SA – introducing 
South Australia’s new old 
rabbit research group 
 
The old Animal and Plant Con-
trol Commission has recently 
moved back into the Depart-
ment of Primary Industries and 
Resources, and become the 
NRM Biosecurity Group in Bio-
security SA. But at least for the 
moment we can still be found in 
the same place, doing our best 
to tackle the rabbit problem 
from every possible angle. 

 

 

 

Executive Officer position 

In May this year the RFA commit-
tee appointed a new Executive 
Officer. Edwina Grant is from a 
long established S.A. farming fam-
ily with interests in conservation 
and is married to an ex-farmer 
who is now a Fisheries Officer. 
She has a varied employment his-
tory ranging from paid positions as 
Speech Pathologist, rural book-
keeper and sales assistant to vol-
untary positions as Ambulance 
Officer, Ambulance Training Offi-
cer, Ladies Golf Club Captain and 
President of a fund raising asso-
ciation raising in excess of 
$60,000 each year for Anglicare 
Charities. She is looking forward 
to supporting the RFA committee 
and membership in their goal of 
eradicating rabbits throughout 
Australia. 
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FOUNDATION FOR RABBIT-FREE AUSTRALIA 

 

Membership and Donation Form - 2010 
 

 

Details for Membership or Donation 

 

Title  ________  Surname __________________________   Given Names ______________________ 

 

Organisation   ______ ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________State ______   Postcode  _________ 

 

 

Phone ______________ Fax  __________________Mobile_________________________________ 

 

E-mail Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

DONATIONS OVER $2.00 TO THE FOUNDATION ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

 

I would like to contribute/pledge $_____________ to support RFA’s funding of rabbit research programs 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE FOUNDATION FOR RABBIT-FREE AUSTRALIA 

 

I would like to become a member of the Foundation for the period 1 November 2010 to 31 October 2011 

 

Subscription Fees Tick Box 

 

Student  $10.00   

 

General   $50.00    

 

Corporate  $250.00     

 

TOTAL               $_______ 

 

 

 

 

SEND PAYMENTS TO  

 

Foundation for Rabbit-Free Australia 

PO Box 145 

COLLINSWOOD 

SA 5081 

 

Subscriptions for 2010 RFA membership  

are due by the AGM (25th November 2010).  

Thank you to those members who have already paid 

their subscriptions this year 

 

 Office Use Only 

 
Membership fee paid on  /      / 

 

Amount  $ 

 

Membership receipt number 

 

Donation amount $  

 

Donation receipt number 

 

Receipt(s) posted   /      / 

  


